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TR TEIX RUMIER ONE PAGE 1 ' ADITCRTIAL
7y WAY OF INTROTUCTION

We would like, in this first issue of the Week to toke this
opporiunity to explain our-objectives and the reason for our cxistence.
e will not present readers with o long catechism of WiShes, tut rather
indicate the type of publication we are endeavouring to create. The
Yook has no intention of duplicating tho efforts of other cstablished
socinlist journmals such as New Left Review, The Voice ond Flribune,
Our aim is rathor to complement these journals, and others, whilst
maintaining constructive relations with them. I

socialists today have a difficult and prodigious task in Telaine-
ing both active as socianliste and keeping conversant with the signific-
ance of & whole plethora of naticnal and international events, largs
and small. In a world where a relatively minor occurreance in a small
and little~known country like Laos has the potential of triggering
events of nuclear and global significonce the nced for defailed and
accurats information in a precise and useful form cannot be denied, On
the other hand, tc compléte the dilemma of sccialists, there exists a
host of socialist publications, many ofwhich are contradictory and
occasionally tendentious and harmful, There is alsc the physical
impossibility of absorbing all this material, let alone making a criti~
‘ool assessment of it. Detailed information vital for an understanding
of the underlying processes at work in society appears in a langthy
form in journals such as The Hconomist, New Society,.ﬂoard'of'Trade
Journal, atc., Wt no journal offers o digest of such information.

To this end The Wesk has cstablished a net-work of correspondents
from amongst our spounsors and supporters throughout the couniry (a List
of sponsors appears-below), gach with specialist knowledge in some
field =nd with ability to comment speedily on eyents of significonce,
Internationally, we have many correspondents who "s6nd in regular reports
govering important events in thelr countries., ¥hen important events
take place we will commission special correspondents to comment upon
them and interpret them for our readers. ‘ '

The Week, whilst not having a long statement of aims, will
support every ondeavour ‘o achieve the election of a Labour Government
with a socialist policys will support the struggle of the colonial
peoples for national and social liberationg will sympathetically
report news of the fight against monclithism in the sommunist couniriessg
and will defend the ideas of socialist democracy agalnst all who oppose
thems Tobin Dlackburn — Ken Coates (editors)
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TIDE WEEBK NUMIER CNE PAGHE 2 IRITISH PCLITICAL NCTES
ANCTHEE UNION JOINS Ti% T,U,C0,

At  their December meeting the T.U.f. Goeneral Councll acseptad an
application for affilistion firom the Noticnal Union of Weter-ilorks -
mployeos. The union, which was formed in 1906, has 3,000 members,
Its affiliation bhrings the number of uniona in the T.U.C. up to 117,

NEW LEFT REVIEW

The latest dissue of Few Left Review, on sale now, has & number of *
extremely interesting articles, notably one by Roger Murray and Tom
YWengraf on the Algerian Revolution, Ctheor articlss in this issue
include "Growth, Trade and 4id" by J.R. Sargent; two articles on Iritain’
“Planning or Prediction' and "The Labour (ommonwealth®, and reviews of
Thomas Dalogh!'s books Unequal Partners and Planning for Progress and
Roger Sazerat has an article on the Italian novel. Leaders may alsc be
interested to learn that a complete index to New Left Lioviow (Nos.

1-22) is published in this issue.

Tha next number of the ¥N,L.D. will put forward  theses for basiec
discussion in an editorial analysis of the crisis of Drifish capitalism
and the present perspoctives for sccialist anction. ' '

Ag a specialroffer, valid unfil Jamiary 5thy new subscribers-can
teke out o year's subscription (6 issues) for £1 direct froms '
 New Left Review, 7, Carlislie Street, London W.l,

LONDON COMMITTEE OF VENEZUNLAN F,L.N, PUILISH JCURNAL

The London Committase of the Venezuelan F.L.N., is now publishing,
in 'nglish, Revoluticnary Veneszucla. The Cctober/November issue
contains o wide range of articles covering all aspects of the struggle
of the Venezuelan people against the pro-U.S. puppet regime, The
jourral also gives details of fund for aid to Venezuelan political
prisoners and gives an address to which gifts and messages of suppord
can be zent, iovolutionary Venezuela can be obtained from: The London
Committee of the National Liberation Front of Venezuela, 95, Irondesbury
Ttoad, London N.W. 6. B

TU.C. STATIRIINT ON ARRBSTS. T ADNT

A statement from T,U.C. headquarters, issued shortly after news
of the latest bateh of arrests in Aden coame through, sald thaot news of
thege arrests had been hesrd with concern by the T.U.C. General Councile
The statement addeds "The General Council do not condone violence and
they sypress their sympathy with the vietims of the explosion at Aden
Adrport on December 10. They earnesztly hope the Government of the
Federation of South Arabls will expedite both their inquiries and the
formulation of any substantisl criminal chargss so that innccent men
may bhe roleased. '

At the same time the T.U.C. drow attenition {to the injusfice
inherent in the long-standing practice of summary deportation, which
has been frequently used even when no political issues were invelved. T

IRA BIRLS WANT SIRIKE TC DE MADE OFFICIAL

. 11 of the Tru~line Iras girls sacked Tor joining the Tailor &
Goarment Workers Union have signed a resoluilon together with 16 of their
workmates still employed in thse factory urging the union on January &
to c¢all them out on official strike if the management refuses to reins-
tate them, {based on Daily Worker report) '




v WEEK NUMITER ONE PAGE 3 ITISH POLITICAL NOTES ’ :
TORIES HOG UNILVERSITY CHANCHLLCRSHIPS

A letter whioh appeared in the Daily Vorker of December 30th
threw an interesting light on the Tory domination of university life.
Trom . D.h. Darlow of Uzbridge (Middlesex) it reads ' ,

“T lgarn from the recent Reith Lecturss on the L.D,C. that Mr,
R.A. Dutler is Chancellor of the new University of IZssex. I find that
Mr. Dutler is already Chancellor of Sheffisld University and Iligh Stew-
ard of Cambridge University. - Other Tories who are chancellors or
rectors of universities are Mr, Macmillan (Oxford), Sir Winston Churchill
(pristol), Lord Wooltén (Manchester), Viscount Monckton (Sussex), Lord
Toothby (St. Andrews). '

"] can only find one Labour politiciams v, Johnston (Aberdesn)s
Readers of the Daily Worker would exzpect a capitalist bias To our educ—
ation, but I for one was surprised to find 1% so blatant."

TLEKESTON Y.S. IN MOVE TC EXPSL LADOUR COUNCILLOR "HO WANTS NEW’PARTY

Aan Ilkeston correspondent reporiss

Following & letter from Cllr, J.G. Simpson published in the
Tlkeston Advertiser on December 6th, the Ilkeston Young Socialist branch
moved a resoilution demanding that the Ilkeston €.L.P. ask for his resig-
nation Tfrom ths party.

In his .letter Cllr. Simpson said that the clsctorate of this
country had rejected sccialism at three successive elections and that
a new policy should be put before them, if need bc by a new political
party which would put forward Christion ideals. The Y.3, reacted stron—-
gly to +this and thoir two delegates to the Local Porty General Management
Committec demanded that he be asked t0 resign immediatelys Comrade D,
Gregory moving the resolution said, that if Clir, Simpson believed +this
new party should be creatsd then there was no place for “him in the
Labour Party, It was socn apparent the the Y.S. view was not shared
by the majority of delegates present; one delegate claimed that the
Labour Party was democratic enough to allow Cllr. Simpson t0o hold these
views, In reply D. Gregory asked if a lenient view would be takon if
he or someone alse were found to be a fellow traveller with the C.F.
or any other left-wing orgasnisation. ‘

The secretary of the local party then intervened in the disgougsion
and re=d a letter from ¢llr, Simpson in which he stated his intention
not to soek re—-clection at the next Dorough elections. The chairman
then seemed to think that ne further discussion was necessarys however
the Y.S. delegates asked for a voie. The vote resulted in the resolut—
ion being defeated by a large majority. : - :

It ssems clear that Cllr, Simpson has a strong porsonal following
among many of the delegates to the General Committes, Cllr. Simpson
willy, however, have to wat%% his step in future because the real social-
igts in the Ilkeston C,L.rglggko action again if he provides an opportu-
nity hy espousing righit—wing viows.

PAMPHLET EXPOSING STATE INTERFERENCE WITH BAIL AND TELEPIONES

A letter appeared in the December 20th issue of FPeace News which
announced the preparation of a pamphlet desling with interforencs in nail &
telephone calls, ‘The writer asked for details and instances of inter-
ference of this type to he sent to him - Mark Sherwood, T Arkwright Rd.,

" London N.7. 3. Readers please notel '

v




TR WEEK NUMDER ONE PAGE 4 TRITIST POLIVICS
DCONOMIST SAYS NO REAL DIFF“TJNCT DETWEEN LABOUR AND TCRIBS

The Hoonomist of Uecémber 2l carried an article "Dum and uee"-
~ we have extracted the most important paris

It ig at present extremsly difficult to krow what polltlcs in
thig country are supposed to be abouts The Conservative (Jovernment has
+hig week published Whitehall!'s public expendituré plans up to 1967=8
eseslir, Callaghan has said that Labour's own estimates are "astonishin-
gly similar®. It scems to be implicitly...assumed in the Govermment?s -
white paper that this planned increase in public .spending would suffice
by itself to keep national growth rolling forward at. 4% per amnumy 1%
ig sald that there can be no major reductions in taxgtion before 19678
unless private savings increase..s.llere again, as far as ono can sce,
l:abour agrees. On the policies needad to counter the main obstacles
in the way of such 4% growhh.:.. the parties may have different policies
ut as neither party has coherently explained what its policy on these
matters isy the electorate can be excused for befuddlementa ‘

fhe truth is that for the time being the political batile has
“become a holding operation, with Labour relying on the floapting voterls
overt borsdom with the Government and the Govermment relying on what 1t
hopes is still the floating voter's covert distrust of Labour. The.
yoar's policital battle came in like a lion, with the mighty issue of
the Buropean Common Market dominating...e.zall sensible people's attention,y
Toth partiss now szem to be ready to see it go out like = fuzzy old
sheep. ' :

FRER IMPORT OF ¥OOD POLICY EBNDED DY NEW GOVERNMENT DITL

The first clause of the Agriculture and Horticulture [ill, which

received its second readiw in the Commons mid-December will bring to

an end the policy of the free importation of basic agricultural products
- this policy has been in existence for over 100 years. The deficiency
sayments system iz now deemed to be becoming too Yexpensive". for the

ixchogquer. The Minister of Agriculiture new intends $0 keep these pay-
ments within bounds by balancing the amcunts produced in Brl%aln againgt
the amounts and prlces of foed imperted from abrosd.

Already iniernal deficiency payments for grain have been kopt
down by asking foreign producers to charge morei Under the Iill, the
Minister would be able to set ninimum prices for imports, and to charge
a levy on all imports coming in at a choaper price. This system would
have the effoct of shifting the deficiency payments awsy from general
taxation 6n to an indirect tax levied discriminatoly on the most skilful
importers. : :

fs well as the desirs to keep down deficliency payments. (tha subs=-"
idy the Govermment pays farmers to protect them from low market prices)
the new system is intended to meke it easier for DIritain to negotiate = - -
with the Common Market. Tut the price. threatons to be that of higher -
food costsy for ingtance under the Dill .importers who find cheap grain
for Lritish bread or cheap barley for fsoding Dritish uﬂttle would e
fined for their painsi

1964 is election year and the agricultural vote is essential for
the Tories if thsey " are to have any prospect of victory. The farm:rs
would react immediately to a policy which cut their incomej; the rest of
the population would find out after the election that Toxy policy meant
higher food prices. Bd. nobtes bassd on material in Beonomist article.




THE WEEK NUMDER CNE PAGE 5 IMITISH INDUSTRIAL NOTES
B8.T,U, LEADIRS TO RBORGANISE UNICHW

Members of the #TU Bxecutive Council sre considering chonges . in
the structure of the union which would bring it more completely under
their control. & namber of proposals have been mades; nany of which do
not make any change in the union rules necessary, and have thorefore
already been put into practice. The main suggsstions being considered
by the E.C - are theses

(1) The union should have o full-time Executive Council., This is
cne of the most sweeping changes that has been proposed and there mpy
be delays before it ig implemented. '

(2) Bxecuiive Council members should have cxtra powers so that
they can act as chief officers in the union!s territorial areas.

(3) Industrial branches should be established instead of the
present system of arca organisation, Bach branch would have o full-
time secretary who might act as chief negotiator in his particular
industry.

(4) Firnancial control should be improved by appointing professi-
oncl accountonts as area treasurcre {this is alroady permitted by the

union rules but has rarcly been implemented).

These major changes, for which there is no provision in the union
rules, cannot be implemented without a rules revision conferencs. The
next confercnce is not due until 1965, but a special one could be
called if circumstances warranted ite

TNIONS WILL FIGHT 'PAKE-OVIR CF »p1T IS LICK

A group headsd by film producer Sydney Dox anmounced on Tacanhor 28
that it was negotiating to buy the assets of Dritish Lion, the largest
U.K. independont film distributer, from the Government backed Film
Finance Corporatichs, The price is understoced to be in the region of £1zm

gir Tom O!'Brien, president of the Federation of Film Unions, stated
thot this would be opposed "tooth snd nail'. Ile said that he and Mr
George Hlvin of the ACCT had asked the Secretary of State for o meeting
1mmod1ately they heard rumours of this, and they had urged him to refuse
to approve any sale of the ccompany until after ths next meoting of the
Cinematograph Films Council in mid-Jamiary, when the tradec assoclation
iz 4o submit its own proposals on the findings of the Council on the
present state of the film industry.

For the government-sponsored Film Iinance Gorporatlon to hawve
rocently bought up the shares from the independent greup of producers
of British Lion, and then to contemplate selling the whole company to
an outside private bidder befors the Secretary of Stote had received
tho recormendations of his own advisory Cinematograph Films Council
could only be described .as an act of wanton irresponsibility, Sir Tom
added, Ie went on to say: 'The retention of British Lion by the
Tational Film Finance Corporation ;s ggsentlal if the problenm of a-
third release or ocutlet for Brltlsa 18 really to bae solved.

The latest move in this struggle is the opposition of Mr. David
Kinggley to the sale of DBritish Lion to private interests. Is aaid
hat this sale would contradict the Tritish Government policy .of 1948
wirich laid down that Dritiskh Licn was to be kept going as o 3rd force
opposite the Rank and Associated Dritish combines. : :

i




T8 WEEK NUHIER CNE PAGEH 6 AMBERTICAN NOTE
JOHNSON ~ ANOTTER MITLICKAINE PRESIDENT

TPresidont Johngonts wealth was commented on in the U.S. NWews
and Torld Report in its December 16th issue, and the Jusiness ‘Jeok in
‘its December 7th issue, both articleos based on material disclosed by
officials close $o the Johnson family. President L.Johnson and ¥rs,
Johnson own property that has an estimated value of several million

dollars.

The assets of one of the Johnson holdings, the L.D.J. Company
in Austin, Texas, alone totalled some $4m. frs.Johnson is chairman .
of the board of the L.B.J. Radio and T.V. Pfroadcasting Company.
Heferring to the influence of tho Johneons, the Dusiness ¥Weck said,
"in Austin, the Johnsons are considered an important part of the
business community, which has supported Johnson well in his politiecal
campaign.® ‘ :

The Johnsons are also landewners. They own four ranches that
cover some 5,000 acres of Texas grazing land, and a tract of 3,000
acres of cotton and timber land in Alabama. They also own a house,
valued at some {200,000, in Washington D.C., and have shares in a
real estate corporation, In addition, the Johnsons have an unknown
nmomber of stocks znd bonds.

TS5, DANKS TNCREBASE ACTIVITY ATRCAD

The American fconomic Report for December carried an item about
the activities of Amarican Danks abroad, It disclosed: lMore American
henks are opening branches overseas and moving into tho financing of
development, monufacturing and services overseas. DIy October 1 of this
year the number of foroign branches had increased from 78 in 1945 to
160, and more are expected to open. Foreign banking and finance subsi
daries for barnks were authorised by the Bdge Act of 1919,y tut full
advantage of this law was not taken until after the last war,

The magazine BDusiness Week reports that deposits in forsign banks
have increased considorably, and bankers acceptances, drawn on and
accepted by American banks mainly to finance trade transactions, have -
increased from under $500 million in 1950 +to $2,800 million now, Darke
owned corxporations under the Bdge Act have incroased from six in 1955
to about 35 now.

Among the larger banks with overscas operations are: The Dank OF .
America, Californiay (22 branches and 11 representative offices, plus
81 brunches in 97% ownad DBanca dtimerica e d'Italiag the First National
City Dank of New York (100 foroign branches)s the Morgen Guarentee Trust
of New York (with interests in France, Mollend, ‘ustralia, Spain, the
Cameroons and Senegal) and New York! s Chase Manhattan Bank (29 foreign - .
branches, has also a majerity interest in Drazil and a minority interest
in Venezuela).

U.5. IHVESTMENT TN CANADA AMOUNTS 1C 600 MITLION

Of the one thousmand million dollar capital investment in Canadats
manufacturing indusiry during 1960 and 1961, no less than 600 million
dollars came from U,S, investors. This was revesled in a report issued
by the Canadian Dominion Dureau of Statistics in December, Another 200
Million dollars came from other forelgn investors. Cnly 200 million
dollars were invested by Caradians,




THE ¥EEK NUMBER CONE PAGH 7 BUROPEAN NOTES
POREIGN "ORKERS IN SWITZERLAND SUDJECT TO SEVERE RESTRICTIONS

The Decembor issue of EFTA Dulletin carried an article on the
problems caused by the large numbers of foreign workers in Switzerland.
The following is o summary of the most important aspects of the article:
In August 1963 there were some 800,000 foreign workers in Switzerland,
all of them, with the excepticn of some 100,000 !established workers,
come under sovere legal restrictions, This represents 28% of the total
active population of the country, The number is rising rapidlys in
the last’ 3 years there has been an increase of 58% despite attempis
by the Government to keep the numbers dowm.

lLccording to Swiss law, thero are 4 cotegories of foreign workerss
(1) established foreign workers, who, after ten years pgsidence, are
“on the same footing as Swiss nationalsy (2) non-seasonal workers subject
to controlss (3) seasonal workers, who, bocause they are compelled to
return home for part of each yeasr, cannot achieve +ten years residencej
and (4) frontier workers, whose work permits are withdrawn if there is
unemplioyment in Switzerland.

, The last 3 categories hold work permifs subject to many restrict—
ions, includinge (1) Change of employment ig prohibited, even if two -

employers agree to a transfer; (2) Change of employment is prohibited,

even within the same firmj (3) A foreign worker may not bring his wife

end family into Switzerland. The reasons behind these restriction are

ilargely that both peliticians and trade union leaders wanted to be able
to pack off the foroign workers, without complications, in the event

of a crigis,

An attempt to restrict the entry of foreign wor¥BHsNBY%s Fedoral
Declaration of March lsbt, 1963, This seems to have been a failure.
In the Canton of Geneva, for instence, the number of foreign workers
rose by 5,659 between August, 1962, and jugusty 1963, In the Gereva
motal working industry, 52 of the labour force is foreign, and in som
cases the figure is over 8C%, ‘

The foreign workers are largely non~union., In the last ten years,
neribershipy of the two main Swiss T.,U. organisations has increased by
86,000, In this pericd the number of foreign workers subject to control
has ineréaded by'558,000.4 This has weakenad the positidn of the T,U.s
as all relations belwesen managsment and labour are based on collective’
converitions, The unions have undertaken not to strike; znd the manage-
ments have renounced the use of lock-ouis, Such undertzkings are only
concsivable if the power ¢f the employerst associations is maiched hy
that of union organisatione ' R

Italian workers,who comprise 68,4% of all fcontrolled! workers,
are now making demands, includings (1) Admissions of representatives of
the Italian workers to the workers' committeess (2) Admittance to Switz-
erland of foreign workers! familiess and (3) Free movement of Italian
workers from Canton to Cantone 4 struggle would seem to be looming,
especially as the Italian workers are aware of their sironger bargaining
position becamuse of the improved employment position in Italy.

DUTCH DOCKIRS REJECT WAGES PACT from Financisl Times 31/12/63

About 9,000 Amsterdam and Rotterdsm dockers have rejected a collm
ective agroement which includes a %% increase and two extra holidays a
yesr. The dockers say that the increase hag already been wiped out hy
Tecent price increases., The agreement alst included a cut in hourd.




THE WEEK NUMPER ONE P.GT 8 THIRD WORLD NOTES
RAMARKATLE PROGRESS IN CUDAN FELUCATION hased on Isinhus reports

At the University of Iavana on December 23rd, Amando Hart, the
Ouban Minister for mdu_cau:l.ons amphasised the themendous progress that
“has been made in educdtion in the 5 yesrs since the Revolution. In
19539 235 of the Cuban populetion was illiterate (41.7% in rural Mreas),
in 1962, a year after the beginning of o ngtion-wide literacy campaign,
which involved 180,C00 -teachers, btudents, workers the illiteracy
rate has fallen to 3,9%, most of whom are old or ill,

In the past 2 years, 416,000 workers and peasents have enrcliled
for special courses at either primary or secondary school levels. Now »
that a nation-wide network of schools has been established, the numbor
of primary schocl students has increased from 58@ 000 to 1 » 270,000,
ant the number of secondary school students from 27,000 to 125,000, and
100,000 students from workers and peasants families are recelv1ng
govermnent grants,

Hart sald that Cuba had also set up & number of technical schools
specialising in agrisulturs, fisherygrwater conssrvancy, and other
subjects, where the policy of combining education with productive labour
was followed, Agricultural schools were set up in farms,  fishery
schools had their own fishing fleets, and engineering schools had Their
own workshops or factories, -Certain technical schools, normal schools
and art schools had been enlorged and the number of students incroased.

THE PROCRAMME OF TIE VENEZU“LAN FoloN,

_ The Cotober—November issue of Revolutlonary Venezuela (re?erred
10 slsewhere in this 1S“u6) gives a summary of the programme of the
VTenezuslan National Liberation Front., The secticn on the content of
the revolution is of s=pecisl interest:s

e find it necessary 10 reaffirm that the popular and demecratic
government that will emerge after our victory will not be a govermment
carrying out a communist progremme, for the simple reason that the
historical moment is not demanding o sgocialist transformation of our
gocletys our task is to carry out a sories of measures of o popular and
democratic type which would open the way for our national liberation.

"lowever, we do not want to conceal the fact that if the develop~
ment of our revoluticnary process points towards socialism, we would
‘not be afraid to taeke up the challenge, and we will certainly lead the
country towardg that path. Ve consider such historical development
inevitable and if we do not want to belbray fthe revolution we must go
forward with our people,

"The ¥.L.W. is not & communist organsiation,,..but we want to
meke it ¢lear, in a categorical way, that in the F.L,N. are present
all the progressive forces of our 5001ety, communist or not, mqrx1sts
and democrats of all parties.®

PROGRESSIVE VORCES CF MOROCCO ISSUR AN APFEAL

Weo have received from a London correspondent o copy-of.an.appeal
from the National Union of Popular Forces (Horocco). This appes
ines the present wave of oppression in Moroceco and lisis the‘P op
who face various seémtences, including the death penalty, for th
opposition to the feudal monarchy in Morogco, The appeal: sk
those "who believe in the rights and dignity of Man™ !
Rzaders should write to P.C.l 93, Chambery, Geneva for G




TR WEEK NUMINR ONE PAGE 9 TR COMMUNIST WORLD
SOVIET AND AMERTCAN TNDUSTRIAL CUTTUT CUMPARED

" Pyotr Lomako, Vice~Chairman of thoe Council of Ministers of the
USSR, had this to say about the relationship of Seoviet and .Lwmerican
industrial production, when he reported to the recent USH Supreme
Soviets "....As a whole, industrial output in the USSR in 1953 was
only one-third of the lLmerican output. Iy the start of the Seven-
Yeoar Plan it was approximately 50%, and this year it will be about
63% of the present U.S, totale In 1965 we shall produce approximately
as much as the United States did in 1958, or three-~quarters of what it
ig producing todayae..”

TUNGARTANS CRITICISE CCHMECON based on Finansial Times report

Cutspokon ecriticimm of Communist Buropets Council for Mutual
Heonomic Aid has been made by...Professor Imre Vadja...(who) is widely
regarded as one of the foremost Communist authorities on international
trade relations. TProfessor Vadja stated that Comecon was stagnating in
a speech fully reported in the official monthly of the Hungarian Commi
‘unist Party, Tarsadalmi Sgzemle. : '

cesshealistic prices and effective cost comparisons were re mired
to overcome 5 structural crisis in Comecon....Comecon growth of trade,
particularly in enginsering products, has falled to keep pace with the
E.B.lo. Trade hotween the Common Market countries in 1956-60 almost
doubled, but that between Comecon member states only expanded by GQ%,
During the past five years exports of machinery in the capitalist world
rose twice as fast as total exports, while the Soviet Union and its
uropean partners raised exports of machinery a mers 9% fTagter than
the general level of exportse

, essss-Comecon lacks specialisation in enginesring. Thus, only
about 5% of the rolled steel products, 3% of the locomotives and 6 to 8%
of the wheot combines and twactors proeduced by the Communist countries

 found their way into. intrao~bloc trades....Vithout comparable prices
reflecting relative scarcitiss the less developed countries of Comscon
could nct be convinced of the adveniages that they were going to got
from giving up the manfacture of certain production lines or groups of
products. :

seselis the editorial board of the magazine includes prominent
members of the fungarian Tarty!s Central Commitiees, it is safe to assume
that the above devasting criticisms made by Yrofessor Vadja mest with
the partial -~ or possibly wholehearted - approval of Dremicr Kadar,

ALTANTANS SLAM KERUSHCHOV FOR ATTIFUDE TOVARDS JUGOSLAV WORKIRS COMMITTEE

In a long article appearing?%he Albanian paper, Zeri i Popullit
(Voice of the people),of December 6th which commemorated the amniversary
of the Moscow Statement of 1960, the following passage appeareds

", eoeoThe Khrushchov group is not only keen on following the lead
of the Tito c¢lique in foreign policy. Recently, the Soviet leaders have
extensively applied ithe methods of the Tivo outhorities to domestic
affairs and state administrstion. During his visit to Jugoslavia,
Khrushchov showed immense intoerest in various 'unique! methods in prac—
tice in Pito!s Jugoslavia., e described the 'workers committeest! as
progressive and doclored thet he would send a Sovied delegation fo
Jugosiavia to study the experiences of such committcesesss™
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£1, 343,000,000 TAXES COLLECTED ON TORLCCY  AND ALCONOL

The Anmual Report of the Commissioners of .M, Customs and Bxcise
wag published just pricr to Christmos, Drinkers and smckers are shown
tc be among the main financial supporters of the Government. Yo have
extracted some of the more important figures from the report.

The report shows that the total revemie receipts rose to £2,670
nillion, an increase of £88 million ovor the previcus year, This repr— -
csents 40.6% of the total rovenue fron central government taxation. On
tohacce the report shows that the duty collected was £878 million - 32%%
of total raevenue, and £8 million more than the previcusg years but the
wolght of tobacco retained for comsumption dropped by 5.67 millicn 1b,
to 251,11 million 1b,

The exteonsion of purchase tax to confecticnery, soft drinks and
ice cream accounted for much of the increase of £49 milliion in the
total yield of the tax which amounted to £570 million. Receipts on
iydrosarbon oils amounted to £544 million = 20%% of total revenue and
£34 million more than the previous yeoaor.

Llccholic liquors accounted for 174% of the total revenuo - £4565°
milliony; an increase of £22 million, Deer receipts contributed more
thon half of this fisure. Consumption fell very slightly to 28,3 million
bulk barrels hut receipts rose by -£7 million to£254 million.

Protective dmport dutics fell by nearly £5 million to just under
£145 miliion ~ 5%% of the total revenue. Thils decrease was principally
due to some reductions in duty rates following EFTA ond GATT agroementss
Othor duties asccounted for the remaining 254 of the revemue, of which
the prineipal items wore betting (£31.4 million), matches and lighters
(212.,2 million), television licenco éuty (£12.3 million) ond television
‘advorts duty (£7.5 million).. ‘

HEOME POLY TN MOTOR CAR. #LICTI:ICAL COMPCEENTS SUPPLY

The report of the Monopoli:s Commission on the supply of olect-
rical equipment for mechnically propolled land vehicles was published
on December 19. It covered the supply of 8 scparate classes of glecir-
ical equipment for motor vehicless batteries, coils, dynamos motors,
fans, gauges, lamps and sparking plugs.

¥

I+ found thot there were monopoly suppliers in cach class.
Josoph Tumeas (Industries) Ltd. for coils, dynamos, moters and lampsy
Chloride Mlectrical Storaze Coe. Ltd, for batteries; S, Smith & Sons
(Bngland) Ltd, for fans and gaugess and Champion Sparking Plug Co, Ltd.
for sparking plugs. Furthormore, nearly all the zoods in sach class
were supplied by manmufacturecrs who restricted cémpetition hy practising
resale price maointenonce (and, so far as the goods were rescld, by dist-
rilutors who participated in that rractice)

The Commission found that Chompion!s price policy for sparking
plugs, having regard to the high rate of profit resuliting, has Dbecn “a
agoinst the public interests they alsgo found that the Lucas price policy
for batteries also tc be against the public interest, The Commission
said that the distributicn margins on goods sold af replocoments are
high compared with margins on other consumsry goodse, It also sald that
the failure by luwcas to disclose its ownership of certain subsidaries
was contrary to public interest. The report, vwhich was unanimious,
recormmended the ending of the nractise of resale price maintenance.
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STEDEN PACES DALANCE OF PAYTMENTS DIFFICULTIES

¥riting ir the Financisl Tines survey — Hurope in izlance — which
was published last month, Guunar Lange, Swedish Minigter of Commerca,
Wrot08  sesecIn 1962 tho doficit on dircet trade was 992m. crowns {(Bd.
note: there sore approx. 143 crowas to the pound starling) which was
protty handsonely covered by a surplus in net shipping revomues of
1,44%5m, erowns, Other inwlsiblos, however, reduced this surplus, =0
that the balance of payments finished in the red (o deficit of 47m.
crovns against a surplus of GTme for 1961)s For Jonuary-iugust, 1963,
we estimate our trade deficit at 863m, crowns, which exceeds the dericdt
at the ond of August, 1962, by 384m. crowns,

Cur geld and forsign exchange reserves have gone down for the
first time in 3 years. At the end of 1962 they amounted to 4,361 ma
CTOWNS, « » Iy June, 1963, they had dropped 385m. crowns. Development
then took o steadier coursec... ut the August reserves wore still
360m, crowms lower than those of Ausmust, 1962,

MODERATE UNICN DIEMANDS KEEP PROFITS UP IN WEST GERMANY

Also writing in the same survey, the Ionn correspondent of the
Financial Times had this to say about the trends of profits in VYest
Gormeny s “ee..profits appear to be on the increase since the summer,
except in certaoin deprossed industries such ag stecl and shipbuilding.

"The reversal in the trend of profits has bsen dus in no small
measure to o more restrained attitude on tho part of the trade unions,
Wage demands have boen more moderate during 1963 than in some recont
VOArSseesethis rolative moderation in union demands tock effect at a
tine when over-full euployment remained the order of the day. Though
800,000 Italisns, Greeks, Spaniards and others were at work in Gormany
this year, the number of registered vaconcies at all times of ‘the year
was a multiple of the figure of unemployed,

"Thore is some assurance that the pressure of wages con costs will
remain under control in 1964, bocause the trade unions have in nany
cases agreod to onter into wage contracts valid for longer than one
years For instance, the Metalworkers Union,; the largest in the country,
sseohas signed up until the antumnn of 1964,

IRELAND WORRIED TY TRITTIIN BCONCMIC POLICIES

Ancthor article in the Pinancial Times survey dealt with Ixcland!'s
ocononic position and the problems focing the country. It was written '
by Sean Lomass, Prime Minister of Ireland, and he had this to say about
Dritigh policiess "MowsesThe proposals for stabilisation of the Iritisk
food market now being canvassed by the Jritish Govermment have the dis—
advantage for us that they will tend to freeze the oxisting divisions
of tho market between homo production and imports and deftwwen the expor—
ting countries themselves. For various roasong, Ircland's share of the
Tritish market is small and our agriculture (iss sseomOTe sericusly
projudiced by Dritish subsidisation policics...lritain is likely to
romain the main marked for Irish agricultural produce whether both coune
trics are inside or outside the Common Market....dpart from developments
in the agricultural field, our advantages in the Mritish morket are also
boing dininished by the loss of the industrial preferences which wo
cnjoy vigea—vis the EFTA countricg — the ulk of our oxports enter
Iritain duty-free.
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DAPID GROWTH IN SELF=-SERVICE TLRADING

The Doeccnber 20th Toard of Trade Journal cerried an article which
surmarised information derived from the Census of Distribution carried
out in 1961 as far as self-service trading was concerned., The tendenc-
ies rovesled are of considerable interest to the Iritish labour movement
especially thosc working USDAW and the Co~op movementas The former mist
he concorned because of the muclh greater rate of exploitation rovoaled
and the latter will note that the Co—op movement has lost its previous
predominant position in this field of trading. e have taken extracts
from the articles

%, .oIn 1961, solf-sorvice sales exccaded £500m, 5 2% times the
level of 1957. Allowing for non-respondents to the main census, over
9,500 storcs were oporated wholly or partly on sclf-sarvice lines late .M
in 1961, against nearly 4,000 in 1957, fewer than 500 in 1950, and 10
in 1947. Dy the spring of 1963, the numbers were over 11,000 and grow-
ing at a rate excesding a hundred o monthe

BELE-SERVICE SICES 1957 1961
' Tumher Turnover HNusber Turnover
Comop Socioties , ' 2,003 118w, 3,300  199m.
(trocery shop: Multiples with more
than ten branches 71T 4%m, 2,569  212m.
" "5 40 9 774 40m,
Indpendent 431 20, 2,065 S6ma
Uthors 717 24, 212 21ma
Total 3,922  207Tma - 0,420 52T,

~ %Dhe ghare of different forms of orgmmisation in the total of
self-service business was very differont from 1957, Leaving asgide the
relatively unimportant self-servece trading outside the grocery field
(including depariment storest food hal:ls)y the share of co-operative
societios was 61% of the total in 1957, but only 3% in 1961, Larger
multiplos (with 10 or more branches) had about 28% of the furnover in
1957, tut 42% in 1961l. Retallors with 1 to 9 branches accounted for a
ahout 11% ..in 1957 ond 20% in 1961,

wSolf-service grosers achioved 20% of all grocers! sales but
accounted for only 16% of porscrs engagods ond they wore less dapendent
on part-time staff than countor-service shops - under one in five seli-
sorvice staff were part-timers against more than one in four in others..

"iverage sales per porson ongaged (counting 2 part~timors as 1
full-tine worker) were £6,200 in self-service shops agoinst less then
£4,700 in othor grocers. Iut, as in 1957, the smaller self-sorvice
stores had lower sales per person ongoged than did other stores of the
sore size,

-
-

"oy the rmost part, sales por employcee in cO=0p grocory shops are
‘higher than in multiples, largely because of the greater importance of” -,
sales of cigareties in co-op branches..esBzceptionally, gnlogs per omple
oyee in multiple branches with turnover above £100,000 were higher than
those in corresponding co-on branchesg this was itrue in hoth gelf-service
nnd counter—service shopse Arong independent retailers, oxcopt the
smallest, sales per porson engaged woere for the most Véry much higher
in self-service stores thon in counter—service shops."
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